
Intensivist presence in adult US ICUs has greatly increased over 25 years. Intensivists, respiratory therapists, and clinical pharmacists are commonly 
available, and each nurse usually provides care for 2 patients on mechanical ventilation. However, team composition and workload vary.
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STUDY DESIGN RESULTS

•  Cross-sectional survey of 596 
adult ICUs (478 hospitals) 

•  From May 4, 2022, to February 
2, 2023 

•  Used American Hospital 
Association database and 
international professional 
organizations’ web/email 
solicitations
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How Are Adult ICUs Staffed Across the United States?

CRITICAL CARE 

Intensivist 
availability in 97% 

of ICUs

Advanced practice 
providers 
in 77.7%

1:2 nurse to 
patient in 89.6%

1:1 nurse to patient in 
60% on extracorporeal 

therapies

Clinical 
pharmacists in 

92.6% 

Respiratory 
therapists 
in 98.8%

House staff in 
69.8%

Telemedicine in 
30.7%

On-site 24 h/d 
in 53.3%


